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He kupu mai i te teepu tumuaki 
(a word from the Principal’s desk) 

 

Kia ora e te whānau,  

We all know that regular school attendance is important, but do you know just how much of a difference it can 
make? Students who attend school consistently are more likely to succeed academically, have better social skills, 
and are more likely to continue schooling through to the end of Year 13. In fact, research shows that missing just 
10% of the school year (or about 18 days) can significantly impact a student's academic performance.  

We are thrilled to celebrate our school community's progress in improving attendance rates! In Term 1 of 2022, 
only 14.3% of students were attending regularly (90-100% of the time). But in Term 1 of 2023, we saw a significant 
improvement with 53.4% of students attending regularly.   

This is a fantastic achievement and shows that we are all committed to ensuring that our students have the best 
possible chance to succeed. It was exciting to celebrate these students at assembly this week. Year 13 students 
had the highest attendance of any year group with 78% of students attending regularly at Year 13. We celebrate 
these improvements, mindful that there is room and capability for more.   

So why is attendance so important? For one, students who are in school every day are able to keep up with the 
curriculum and have the opportunity to ask their teachers questions and get extra help if needed. Additionally, 
students who attend school regularly build relationships with their peers and teachers, which can lead to a more 
positive and supportive school environment.  

However, we understand that sometimes absences are unavoidable. If your child is going to be absent, please let 
the school know as soon as possible. We appreciate students are able to access their learning on-line and we talk 
regularly with them about the importance of checking into their Google Classroom and Drive to check for work and 
to make sure they are up-to-date. At Years 11-13, all students should be completing some period of school work 
at home. In years 7-10 regular reading and practicing of basic Mathematics at home, supports learning at school.   

At Aparima College, we are working hard to ensure that every student has every opportunity to succeed.   

Ngā manaakitanga,  

Aloma Williams 
Principal 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Our ANZAC Assembly  
 



Race Unity Hui 

Brodie Murdoch represented Aparima College at the Southern region’s Race Unity Speech hui in Dunedin on 

Tuesday evening. He was one of seven Year 11 and 12 speakers with backgrounds from Southland, Otago, 

Samoa, India, Malaysia and Fiji. The focus of the evening was to unpack ways in which young people can be 

supported to promote and practice inclusivity in our communities. Each speaker spoke for 8 minutes on this 

issue and each had a unique, though-provoking perspective. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Amnesty 

Have you been holding onto overdue library books for far too long? Don't worry, you're not alone! Life gets busy, 
and sometimes we forget to return borrowed books on time. That's why we're excited to announce our book return 
amnesty. From now until the end of the month, you can return your overdue books and even get a wee reward for 
it! That's right, no questions asked and a wee treat to boot! So, dig through your bookshelves, backpacks, and car 
boots and bring back those overdue books. We can't wait to welcome them back to our shelves and help you start 
fresh with your library account. Thank you for being a valued member of our library community! 
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Culture Club 

Aparima College is now home to almost a dozen Filipino students with that number likely to increase even more 

after 1 June when the dairy farmers change over.   One of these new students is doing a project for Social studies 

about ways that we can make our welcome processes at the College more suitable to ensure students quickly gain 

friends and feel like they belong.  It is a suggestion that we could initiate a Culture Club which will be a safe ‘little 

family’ environment to start out connecting with each other inside the big family of the College.  We have yet to see 

what the students of the inaugural event will say about the way they feel they would like to work together.  Perhaps 

they want to educate?  Perhaps they want to share things they love from home with others?  Perhaps they just want 

to get to know each other and then build into a friendship club.  This is all part of the learning. 

This new display in the library about culture, belonging, different religions, and building relationships as well as Maps 

and flags will be added to with the greetings the students would like to hear. 

Watch this space and see what comes of this exciting new club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Leadership Group 

William Pike/Leadership students testing their fire making skills on Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Pike/Leadership have been busy today, testing their resilience with an obstacle course with 

water, duck calling, scavenger hunt, and testing their fire making skills. 
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Outdoor Recreation Class 

Recently biked from Bluff to Invercargill on Friday - 23 km – Great effort by all 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Aparima Ambassadors 

Out and about practicing their talks at locations around Riverton 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Aims Games 

What: Aims Games 2023 
Aparima College Year 7 girls are going up to Tauranga for Netball. The Aims Games is a big sporting event with 
heaps of different sports. Tanya Colyer is the organiser of the Aparima Netball team.  
 
To Where: Aims Games 2023 
We are flying up to Tauranga in an aeroplane to the Aims Games  to be held September 2-8 2023  
  
The players are Sophia Ward, Lakisha Mennell, Kyla Tohiariki , Ruby Anderson, Nika Halder, Ester White , Maleia 
Pou, Anahera Edmonds-Fowler , Hana Allen, Indee Mackenzie, Alexis Petersen and Nevaeh Hollands 
Coach: Bernice Hollands  
We are currently fundraising by Selling raffles watch out for our future ideas 
 
There will be 10,000+ competitors , 320+ schools , 1,800+ volunteers and 25 sports .  
The Zespri Aims games gives  11,12 and 13 year olds an opportunity to compete as a team or as an individual 
against their age group in NZ . 
 
The 25 sports are : athletes with disabilities, badminton, basketball 3x3, basketball 5 a side, BMX, canoe racing, 
canoe slalom, cross country, football, futsal, golf, gymnastic, hip hop, hockey, indoor bowls, mountain biking, rip 
rugby, rock climbing, rugby sevens, squash, swimming, table tennis, tennis, water polo, yachting and netball of 
course.  
 
We will be fundraising in term 2 so watch out for our cupcakes! 
By Lakisha Mennell 
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Year 13 University Trip 

Year 13 students enjoying their trip to Dunedin to check out Otago University and accommodation 

options for next year........ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lindsay King Visit 

On Friday morning Lindsay King visited the Friday Writers to share his experience of writing and publishing 

children’s books. We learned that publishing takes creativity, commitment and lots of patience! Thanks so much 

for all the useful advice, Lindsay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Pizza and Pies in the making …. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Check It Out!   

The College library has it’s own webpage. 

Check out our Library web page and see our catalogue of books, author websites, library promotions, homework tools 

and other cool stuff.   Please copy the link https://library.aparima.school.nz/  

 

 

 

Check it out today (Pun intended) 

You can also access this site through our College website, click on Menu, School Info, General Info and Term Dates, 

and scroll right down and you will see – Aparima College Library Webpage information. 

https://library.aparima.school.nz/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UP AND COMING EVENTS 
 
TERM TWO 
17 May 2023  Lincoln Uni Liaison 
17 May 2023  Southland Secondary Cross Country 
17 May 2023  Vision Screen Testing  
24 May 2023  BOT Meeting 
24 May 2023  Des Hunt Author 1:30pm till 2:30pm Years 7-9 
26 May 2023  School  Cross Country 
2 June 2023  Western Southland Primary Cross Country 
5 June 2023  KINGS Birthday (Public Holiday) 
9 June 2023  Western Primary Cross Country 
11 June 2023  Southland Secondary Schools Netball Tournament 
14 June 2023  BOT Meeting 
14 June 2023  YES Pitch 12/13 Business Class 
16 June 2023  Southland Primary Cross Country 
28 – 30 June 2023 South Island Secondary Schools Netball Tournament Invercargill   
30 June 2023  Last day of Term Two 
17 July 2023  First day of Term Three 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Media Release   

Riverton Community Charitable Trust 

We are very pleased to advise that Riverton Community Charitable Trust has secured funding for Heartland Services to be provided from 

Riverton Community House. This will mean easier local access to Government and other services and will also provide a solid foundation 

for the other work we do from Riverton Community House. 

In addition to Heartland Services, we will also continue to provide other services as we have done in the past e.g. Foodbank; JP services, 

and appropriate help in cases of emergency. 

We are very grateful to all those who provided input to the survey we undertook late last year.  The information from this was very 

helpful towards securing the Heartland Services contract. 

The funding we previously received from Oranga Tamariki was targeted for a specific service with a different point of focus. That funding 

ended on 31 March 2023. 

After the upheaval of losing previous funding, we are pleased to advise we will now be recruiting additional staff to fulfil the 

requirements of our Heartland funding. Community House opening hours will then increase to 40 hours per week. The recruiting process 

will get underway in the near future. 

It is particularly pleasing that we will be open 40 hours per week as the survey responses indicated that limited opening hours were a 

barrier to accessing our services. 

We are confident we will be able to provide a different but more comprehensive service than in the past, and will provide further 

information as our new Heartland service becomes established. 

Ewen Matheson for 
Riverton Community Charitable Trust 

 



 

 

   

 

 



 


