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He kupu mai i te teepu tumuaki 
(a word from the Principal’s desk) 

Kia ora e te whānau, 

It has been a very busy term at Aparima College. Students have been engaged in a range of academic, sporting 

and cultural events. From representing the school locally to nationally at the NZAIMS Games in Tauranga, we 

are very proud of how our students represent our community. With several teams making finals, winter sports 

came to an exciting and thrilling conclusion for many. Once again Aparima College were well represented at the 

Dan Devin Literacy Awards, winning the Senior section and achieving second at the Junior level. Our head 

student Tahla Ward continues to achieve success with her country music group the Dollys and it was a privilege 

to hear them sing at their recent fundraiser as they head to the Country Music Championships in Tamworth 

Australia.  

Our school ball was once again a fun event, organised by the students, it was a delight to see all our students 

dressed up and having fun on the night. Traditional dances scattered throughout the evening made the time fly 

by as students spent the majority of time dancing and of course having their photo taken. A huge thank you to 

the PTA and parents for supporting the students to host such a big event.  

Our Kia Tū (Standing with confidence) programme continues to offer learners new opportunities and time to 

explore their interests and passions. During the last semester, students have built go carts, repaired small 

engines, cooked up a range of delights, explored how science has an effect of foods, been discovering 

sustainable gift making, being of service to the community, learning about local histories, visiting marae, 

learning about purakau and how art represents stories, they have explored a range of writing and illustrating 

genre, challenged themselves in the outdoors and developed their fitness and rugby skills. Some of our Year 11 

students have been at SIT exploring a range of new skills and future career pathways.  

We still have a few weeks to go and look forward to our school spirit week which will involve some fun activities 

and a beach clean-up. The third semester of Kia Tū has started with some new opportunities, including junior 

art and school of rock, this is possible with help from community expertise. If you think you have something you 

would like to offer and think our students would enjoy learning from you, please do hesitate to reach out and 

come in for a chat with Aloma. It takes a village...  

Our seniors are preparing for the final push 

towards their NCEA Qualifications. 

Examinations start mid next term and we 

know this time will fly by.  

If you missed our Open Day, please contact 

the school office if you are interested in 

enrolling at Aparima College.  

Ngā mihi nui, 

Aloma Williams 
Principal 
 
 
 



 

  



 

  

Dan Davin Awards 

We are extremely proud of our Aparima College students who did very well once again at the Dan Davin Creative 

Writing Awards held recently. There were around 60 entries this year from across Southland and Wakatipu.   

Reiyana Pullen – Ist place Senior section.  
Madison Heta – 2nd place Junior section 
Harrison Berkers + Max Woodward – Highly Commended, Junior Section 
Ella Bethune -Shortlisted 
And congratulations to all the entrants: Sacha Armstrong, Remy Scarborough and Ahiwharau Asher. 

It takes a lot of courage to put your creative work out there on public display.  It was amazing to have so many 

Aparima supporters at the Kelvin Hotel on Friday evening – it created a real buzz – Thank you  

 

We have Keita Thomas representing 

Southland/Otago U14 Girls at the NZ National 

Scholastic Surfing Competition in Gisborne 25-

29 September. This is an amazing opportunity 

for Keita and we wish her well in her 

Competition. 

 



 

  

Otago University Outreach Chemistry Programme 

On the afternoon of Friday 18th August a group of students were lucky enough to work with Dr Dave Warren and 

three of his chemistry students, to look at how electricity can be generated from Hydrogen that is split from water. 

The students made up the kits which included a fuel cell that had a Hydrogen side and an Oxygen side, water passed 

through the fuel cell splitting the atoms. The kit stored the Hydrogen in water until it was used to charge a battery 

back, used by a propellor or a small car. Adding multiple fuel cells to the car meant it ran faster and for a long period 

of time. Hydrogen power is currently being researched as being a clean alternative to fossil fuels. We thank Dr Warren 

and his team for taking the opportunity to meet with us and they also have given the school a hydrogen kit of our 

own, which we appreciate! 

 

Congratulations to Jackson 

Hitchcock who has made the 

Southland U16 Rugby Team.    

Caiden Lonneker has also 

been called into the Spikers! 

All the best for your games 

lads! 



 

  

Girls on Tour – AIMS GAMES 

Photos from the Year 7/8 Netball Girls away in Tauranga for the AIMS Games, watch this space for results.  By the 

looks of all the photos and videos on our Facebook page they are having a wonderful time.  Thank you to Tanya 

Colyer and the Community for making this all possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

an  HOLE IN ONE WITH KIA TŪ SPORT 

This term we are focusing on Disc Golf for the first 4 weeks. This is our CTP (Closest To the Pin) 

Champion Hennezy Hollands who managed to win by throwing it straight in from the Tee Pad. Focusing 

on a new sport for a longer period of time has allowed us to develop our game and show improvement. 

During the next four weeks we are setting up a full 9 Hole course with the support of Disc Golf South 

who are providing professional baskets. Aside from all the fun and games, we are focusing on the 

impact of rules in sport and everyday life and how skills and attitudes can help us thrive on and off the 

field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Piper 

Neylon on her recent 

selection in the Southland 

U16 Girls Rugby Team ! 



 

 

 

  

Speech Competitions 

Congratulations to Holly Fraser, Tessa Fraser and Esther White who competed recently at Dipton Primary School 

in the next round of speech competitions. These three girls presented amazing speeches!   The competition was 

tough, with so many original and interesting topics. The Dipton competition was the finals for our Western 

Southland Schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

William Pike 

A group of year 7-9 students had the privilege of hearing a very inspirational and provocative talk by William Pike. 

Currently, we have a keen group of Aparima College students taking part in the William Pike challenge on Fridays, so 

to 'kick off' our first year in this programme, Miss Wilson organised for us to go and hear him speak.  

William Pike lost the bottom part of his right leg after Mt. Raupehu erupted and sent debris onto his shelter. Myself 

(Mrs. Bond) and many others were rather teary and humbled with the bravery and courage that William Pike talked 

about in terms of his recovery from his injury and 'near-death' experience. 

Our group of listeners from Aparima were very respectful and hung onto his every word during this talk. It is safe to 

say that we have a generation of young people that are ready to take on this challenge, and I am here for it! Watch 

this space!  

by Mrs Bond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

Polyfest 

Aparima College were happy to take the stage at this year's Polyfest. The College made a strong return 

to the stage after several years, the students looked fantastic in their new uniforms and came together 

as a strong kapa haka unit. Singing three waiata and performing Mana Aparima (the school haka). 

Students have made a commitment to the group and have been working with whaea Irirangai and 

whaea Toni to develop their understanding of performance and tikanga. The group are continuing to 

fundraise for piupiu to complete their uniforms and are looking ahead to future performances and have 

set the goal of competing at Te Hautonga in 2025.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=765522355574154&set=pcb.765522635574126&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWEGbSQ2nxj89fV7tUOl0V10wxCnsso2lkedXBEP7S6oWoGApYWqd22VOF02zzAQVTOieyX1itfsAivKV4iSrVxUu8DtRcAWlLEBP8oJ9MSeHHHDC_VndhVD0xOJoOxPh30LSzAnaC9owGrNYeTxoNZaw0Y6stbutvLHEwwAsSY6ITcRc8d1iLQ4vdZ5YRLA54&__tn__=*bH-R


 

  

 
 

 



  

SISS Netball 

Aparima Colleges Senior 

Netball team recently 

competed at the SISS Netball 

Tournament held here in 

Invercargill, they came 10th of 

32 in the B Grade competition. 

Well done girls! A big thankyou 

goes out to their Coach Rosie 

Brown and Manager Lana 

Watkinson. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Kia Tu 

The Sustainable Crafts group completed some upcycling today after a visit to the Riverton Op 

Shop. We have made candles from wine glasses and no-sew carrier bags from t-shirts. Thank you 

to the Op Shop, your help was very much appreciated. 

 



 

     

 

 

 

 

UP AND COMING EVENTS 
 

2 – 9 September 2023 NZ Aims Games in Tauranga Year 7/8 Team 
8 September 2023 Art Auction 
12 September 2023 HPV Round Two 
20 September 2023 SMAC Math 
22 September 2023 Last Day of Term 3 
 
9 October 2023  First Day of Term 4 
10 October 2023  Options Evening for Year 10 – 12 Students/Parents and Caregiver 
13 October 2023  Health and Safety Course Part 1– all Year 11 
16 – 18 October 2023 Derived Exams for Year 11 – 13 
19 October 2023  Part 1 of OREC Ropes Course 
20 October 2023  DCAT Eaxam – Level 1, 2 & 3 
20 October 2023  Health and Safety Course Part 2– all Year 11 
23 October 2023 Labour Day 
24 – 25 October 2023 First Aid Course for Year 12 
27 October 2023  Part 2 of OREC Ropes Course 
6 November – 
  1 December 2023 NCEA Exams for Year 11 – 13 
12 November 2023 Year 9 Camp – Camp Columba 
13 – 16 November 2023 Year 8 Camp 
20 - 22 November 2023 Year 10 Camp – Borland Lodge 
6 December 2023 Year 13 Leavers Dinner 
7 December 2023 Aparima College Prizegiving  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 


