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He kupu mai i te teepu tumuaki 
(a word from the Principal’s desk) 

 
 
Tēna koe e te whānau, 

We have just passed the halfway mark of term 1. Building work continues to progress and we are looking forward to 

reopening the school hall in the next couple of weeks. Work has started on the Gym changing rooms and the Library 

Roof.  

We continually focus on improving school attendance at Aparima College. You may have recently received a letter 

outlining your child’s attendance rate for the term to date. Attendance is a complex issue that cannot be resolved by 

the school alone. We encourage you to contact us if you are having difficulty getting your child to school on time and 

regularly.  

It is important to understand the direct link between student success and regular attendance, national and 

international evidence has proven this. In 2023, 88% of students at Aparima College who did not achieve the Co-

Requisite in Literacy and Numeracy for NCEA; attended school less than 80% of the time.  

Regular attendance is classified as attending 90-100% of the time. In short it is when a learner misses less than a 

week of a school term.  

 
 
 

  

  

  

 A day here and there soon adds up, learners who miss a week of schooling a term will have missed a year by the 

time they are 16. It is essential for us all to make the effort together to attend school regularly.  

You are able to monitor your child’s attendance rate via the KAMAR App  

Thank you to everyone who took some time to complete the Reporting survey. Teachers have also been undertaking 

an internal review of processes and how we report to parents. One of the elements of feedback was the timeliness of 

Parent Teacher Interviews; with several parents requesting that these be earlier in the year. We will therefore be 

holding parent interviews week 2 next term, Tuesday 7th May 2 – 6pm. We would love for all of you to be coming 

along and discussing your child’s progress with their teachers.  

Once again it has been a real pleasure to be out and about seeing our young people participating in a range of sports. 

Aparima was well represented at Southland Athletics and it has been awesome seeing our Junior Basketballers in 

action.  

Ngā manaaki, 

Aloma Williams  

 



 

  

Southland Athletic Results 

Congratulations to the following students who had great results recently at 

the Southland Athletics who will be eligible to go onto South Island 

Secondary’s which are in Timaru the weekend of April 5, 6 and 7th. 

Alex Horrell - Long Jump 
Jasmine Todd - 100m  
Lilly McKenzie - 200m 
Keita Thomas -800m 
Dylan Wilson Shot put and discus  
 

 

Southland Primary Athletic Results 
 
Best of luck to the following students who are competing at the Southland Primary Athletics this coming 
Sunday at Surrey Park: 
 

Olivia Horrell 
Nixon Morrell 
Maja Ferguson  
Nina Thoroughgood 
Georgia Eade 
Sophia Ward-Delgado 
Holly Fraser 
Esther White 
Ruby Anderson 
 
We wish you all the best for a great day of competing. 

 

Good Luck 

Over the next few days, we have Aparima Students competing at various events. We would like to wish 
them all good luck. 
 
William Horrell who is competing in the South Island School Mountain Bike Championships which is being 
held at Coronet Peak from the 21-23 March. 
 
Keita Thomas, Fern Terrill-Smith and Indy Halder who are competing at the Southland Primary/Secondary 
Scholastic Surf Champs this Saturday 23rd March at Colac Bay. 

 



 

 

  Waka Ama 

The waka ama group out on the Awa recently learning how to strap a waka to the ama. 

 



 

  

New Artwork 
A new mural is gracing the quad at 
school, where students and staff can 
view it every day. Carved and painted by 
Brooklyn Hitchcock, with help from Scot 
Wilson, the stylised image tells the story 
of Ranginui and Papatuanuku and is the 
result of a sustainability project. Thank 
you to Brooklyn and Scot for gifting us 
such a beautiful artwork. 
 
This art represents - Papatuanuku (The 

Earth Mother) and Ranginui (The Sky 

Father) came to exist in the darkness (Te 

Po). In the darkness their children were 

born, where they decided to separate their 

parents. The separation was caused by 

Tane Mahuta (The God of Forests and 

Birds).  

By doing this the children allowed light to flow into their world. After this, all children of Papatuanuku and Ranginui 

became Gods of numerous parts of the natural world.    

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday March 27 please 

bring non-perishable food items 

that can be used to create 

grocery hampers as Jingo prizes 

in a fundraiser for Riely.   Please 

put your grocery items on the 

table outside the Common 

Room for collection. 

Thank you from the Student 

Council 

 



 

 

   Junior School 

Year 7 and 8s change things up and have a little fun between the classes 

of the Junior School. We had some mixed maths, English, and even a BP 

challenge thrown in. Students were tasked with creating the longest 

bridge that could hold up a class dictionary without the bridge breaking 

or falling over. The only equipment that could be used was newspaper, 

cellotape, and two classroom chairs. Lots of discussion about weight and 

reinforcing was overheard. We might just have some wee civil engineers 

in the making. 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please LIKE and follow our Aparima College 

Facebook page, this is where you will know what 

is happening here at the College! 

If any students are 

interested, please 

put your name 

down at the College 

office 



 

 

  Kapa Haka 
The Kapa Haka are making poi for their kapa haka group so they can use them when they are performing at the 

upcoming Polyfest. 

It has taken a few weeks to get these done and the students have shown resilience and patience while making them. 

 

Please contact Wayne Fleck on 
027 232 6488 or email 

grassyflats@xtra.co.nz for more 
information 

mailto:grassyflats@xtra.co.nz


 

  

Wild Kai 

Our Year 9s have been busy working on their Wild Kai unit in English here are a couple of recipes to try! 
 

 

By Tessa Fraser 



 

  

 

 

 

Messages to Students  
If you wish to leave a message for your child, this must be phoned through to the College office by 11:30 am. We 

cannot promise that messages will get to your child if left after 12 noon. 

Leaving the College Grounds  
All students who leave the college during the day MUST have permission from the school as well as their 

parents/caregivers contacting the college office to advise a reason for leaving. The students MUST sign out through 

the office. Late students and those returning to the college MUST sign in at the office. Exeat passes are available to 

town students who wish to go HOME ONLY FOR LUNCH on a regular basis. Reminder to Senior students – if you wish 

to drive a vehicle to school you must collect a permission form from the office and get this signed by a 

parent/caregiver and return to the office. Note that you need to bring your driver’s licence to the office to be copied. 

(A new form needs to be filled in every year so although you did this last year you need to do it again this year). 

By Ada Ugale 



 

  

Kia Tu 

A little look into the variety of activities that are on offer on Friday afternoons as part of our Kia Tu programme here 

at the College. 



 

  

Seniors out and about 

Our Humanities class were at the Arrowtown Museum on Monday researching in their archives. Hands on 

learning at its best!   Congratulations Nikita and Ruby for winning the Amazing Race. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf 

Congratulations to Saxon Heath-Tree, Mali Grimwood, Kobe Brand, Carter Johnston-Wills and Baxter Wills on 

competing in the Southland Secondary Schools Golf Tournament held over at Winton recently. Was a great 

day out by all. There was strong competition out there, the boys all played well. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

UP AND COMING EVENTS 
 

24 March 2024  Southland Primary Athletics 
27 March 2024  BOT Meeting 6:30pm – All Welcome 
28 March 2024  Western Primary Swimming 
29 March 2024  GOOD FRIDAY 
1 April 2024  EASTER MONDAY 
2 April 2024  EASTER TUESDAY 
5 - 6 April 2024  South Island Secondary Athletics 
12 April 2024  Last day of Term One 
29 April 2024  First day of Term Two 
30 April 2024  ANZAC Assembly 
7 May 2024  Parent Teacher Interviews 2-6pm 
9 May 2024  Otago University Visit 
15 May 2024  Southland Cross Country 

 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
 

The Music Shed –  

Music Tuition for 2024 

This year sees us sadly negotiating for a new Drum tutor after losing Wayne Muntz last year.  Wayne’s 

input over the two years he tutored was very much appreciated by us all. 

As usual, we also have places open for Piano and Acoustic Guitar students with accompanying Theory. 

 

We also offer band, group work and performance as practicable, for all students who wish to 

participate. 

 

Contact Jenni Bickley 0297708451 for further enquires. 

 
 
 
 
Winton Football Club 

Registrations are now open to play football in the winter 

season for the Winton Club.  This is open to all ages, 4 years 

and above with adult and junior teams looking for members 

across the grades for all genders.   Registration can be 

completed by going to: sporty.co.nz/wintonfc   Any enquiries 

can be directed to wintonfootballnz@gmail.com  
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