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He kupu mai i te teepu tumuaki 
(a word from the Principal’s desk) 

 

Kia ora e te whānau, 

I recently had the opportunity to travel to Finland with a group of Principals from all over NZ and 
Australia. It was an excellent opportunity to explore the Education System of a totally different country 
to ours. Several beliefs were challenged and perceptions moved. I was particularly impressed by the 
high level of autonomy and trust afforded to the teaching profession in Finland. Each day was time to 
reflect and relate our learning to our own contexts. Each day I was grateful for our school, teachers, 
students, staff and community. These days we hear often of the things education are getting ‘wrong’ 
and the media is quick to paint a bleak picture of teaching and learning. What I have most definitely 
learned over the last two weeks is that we are getting most of it right, education in Aotearoa is at the 
fore forefront of current practices and we are, in some things, the envy of our international colleagues. 
We will continue to look at relevant and meaningful learning contexts at Aparima College. We will 
pursue excellence and look at innovative ways to meet the needs of each learner, as we begin to look 
back at 2024 and plan for 2025 one thing is certain, the provision of high quality education remains our 
core business as we develop the sense of self, place and pathway.   

I would like to acknowledge our head student Caleb Diprose who last Tuesday received the Youth Mark 
award for his academic, sporting and school leadership. On the same day, Caleb’s Young Enterprise 
business “Treet Yourself”, which he runs with Brodie Murdoch was recognized as the Enterprise of the 
Year for the second year running :  

· Community Trust South Award for YES Entrepreneur 2024 – Caleb Diprose  

· Findex Award for Financial Excellence – Treet Yourself Contracting  

· NZAS Award for Sales and Marketing – Treet Yourself Contracting  

· SIT Southland Company of the Year 2024 – Treet Yourself Contracting  

They will now represent Southland at the YES National Awards on 5 December in Wellington, where 
they will pitch against 23 other regions for national recognition.  

51 Companies over 10 schools competed in this years finals. Tristin Remata from Aparima College also 
winning the · Award for Social Enterprise – Sponsored by South Port NZ.   

Seniors will be finishing up with formal lessons and will be getting ready for examinations. I would like 
to express my thanks to all the students for their efforts this year and wish them all the very best for 
their exams.   

  

Ngā mihi nui,  

Aloma Williams 

 

 



 

  

Congratulations to… 

Caleb Diprose pitched his company, Treet Yourself, against 6 other finalists at the Southland Young Enterprise finals 

at Centre Stage, and emerged as Company of the Year. He and his business partner, Brodie Murdoch, will go on to 

represent Southland in the national final in Wellington on 5th December. This is the 9th time in the last 12 years 

that an Aparima College company has represented Southland at a national level in Young Enterprise . Caleb also 

won Young Entrepreneur of the Year along with regional excellence awards for marketing and finance.  

Tristan Remata won an award for excellence in Social Enterprise for running an after-school basketball club at 

Riverton Primary School, and Dikshika and Dip Pathak and Anisa Gurung were nominated for three excellence 

awards for their company which made momo dumplings. 

Thank you to everyone in our community who supported these young people and to the Southland Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 



 

  

Outdoor Recreation Class adventure 

OREC overnight tramp into Hidden Falls, Hollyford Valley on Friday. Topped off with a side trip up Key Summit on 

the way home 

 



 

 

  

Our newest Member of 

the Board 

Our new Student Representative for the Aparima College Board 

of Trustees Nikita Diprose attended the NZSBA Welcome on the 

Board-New Student Representatives Workshop in Invercargill 
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Leadership Group out and about 

Our leadership group are at the Stadium recently, building up some skills on the climbing wall and cycling at the 

Velodrome. 



  

Agriculture Class  

Enjoying outdoor education at its finest – flounders for lunch ! 
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Well done to Maleia 
A belated congratulations to Maleia Pou who competed in the Hokonui 
Sprints last term. She is an exceptional swimmer and has achieved 
amazing results: 
 
1st in 200m breaststroke 
2nd in 50m breaststroke 
2nd in 100m breaststroke 
2nd 100m backstroke 
1st in the 200m medley relay 
1st in the 200m freestyle relay 
 

 

 

Cultural Day 

Our students had a cultural feast today with performances from our Kapa Haka group, our Nepalese girls and our 

Filipino group. We tasted excellent foods from five different cultures and loved the presentations. The following are 

just snippets: 



 

 

 

   

 

 

Aparima College Supports Gumboot Day 

Come to school   in your Gumboots on Friday 1 November 

and pay a gold coin to support free counselling for young 

Kiwis in need. Put your Gumboots on and stand with NZ – 

Students are to pay their money to the Teacher in Period 1. 



 

  

 
 

 



  

NCEA Examination Timetable 

 



 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UP AND COMING EVENTS 
 

1 November 2024  Gumboot Friday – Gold Coin Donation – Proceeds to FREE Kids Counselling 
1 November 2024  Last Day for Seniors 
5 November – 3 December 2024 NZQA Exams 
13 November 2024  BOT Meeting 5 pm all welcome 
14 November 2024  Swimming Sports  
15 November 2024  Teacher Only Day  
18-20 November 2024  Year 8 Camp – Te Anau 
22 November 2024  Jonty Carran Year 10s Tournament 
22 November 2024  Year 10 Girls Self-Defence 
26 November 2024  Year 7/8 MARKET DAY 
27 November 2024  Adventure Race Year 7-10 
27 November 2024  Tough Kids Year 7-8 
28 November 2024  Senior Dinner 
2 December 2024  SIT Taster Year 10 
4 December 2024  BOT Meeting 5 pm all welcome 
12 December 2024  PRIZEGIVING 
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Riverton Rugby 
Club 

If any player has any 

outstanding rugby gear, can you 

please drop into the School 

office and we will come an 

collect. 

 



 

 


