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Reading and Thank You 
As Term 2 comes to a close, I’d like to take a moment to thank our wonderful staff, amazing students, 
and their supportive whānau for all the encouragement during my time as Acting Principal. 

It has certainly been an interesting experience working in the "big office" again, and I’ve had the 
opportunity to accomplish a few ‘firsts’—some great, and a few that were more of a learning curve! It’s 
been a privilege to serve in this role again, and I’ve enjoyed the experience. 

Next term, I’ll be returning to my usual position as Deputy Principal, and I’m looking forward to 
continuing to support our students and staff in that space. 

The results for our students who sat the Reading Co-Requisite assessments have been released this 
week. Preparing our students for these exams has really highlighted just how many of them are not 
reading on a regular basis. 

Reading is so much more than just a school task—it’s foundational to success across all areas of 
learning. When we read, we learn how words are spelled, how punctuation works, and we absorb new 
vocabulary, sentence structures, and writing styles. All of this has a direct impact on writing ability, 
comprehension, and communication. 

It’s incredibly important that our students are 
reading—and it doesn’t have to be novels 
(although that certainly helps). They can read 
instructions, articles, recipes, graphic novels, travel 
brochures, sports programmes—anything that gets 
them engaging with text. 

So please, please, please, encourage your children 
to read over the holidays—whatever form that 
may take. The benefits go far beyond the 
classroom. 

Ngā mihi nui 

 

 
Leah Fraser 
Acting Principal 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Matariki 

Last Thursday we celebrated Matariki with a Hautapu Ceremony. This involved 

kai that represented some of the stars such as creamed paua and watercress for 

Waitī and Waitā, and a kumara apple pudding for Tupu-ā-nuku and Tupu-ā-

rangi. 

Students and whānau enjoyed some bacon butties cooked by our amazing PTA, 

as well as muffins from our Food Technology classes. Ngā mihi nui to our 

talented Aparima College kapa haka rōpu, as well as the Yr 6's from Riverton 

Primary School for finishing off in style with some great performances. 

Mānawatia a Matariki!  
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 Fuel for Schools - Support Aparima College 

Money donated can help Aparima College gain rewards such as Music, Vegepod, Sports, Book or Technology 

packages. 

Your support is much appreciated 

Go into the below link for more information  

https://fernenergy.co.nz/community/fuel-for-schools/ 
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Physics Outreach by Tuhura Otago Museum 

and Te Whai Ao – Dodd-Walls Centre 

The year 9 and 10 students were lucky to be involved in a hands-on science programme based on the science of 

light and light-based technologies. The programme was run by Jessa Barder and Professor Niels Kjaergaard. 

The students watched several demonstrations and were able to use specialised equipment throughout the period, 

which was highly educational and engaging. Both Jessa and Professor Niels were impressed by the enthusiasm of 

the students. They were also impressed by the quality of the students answers and understanding of what was 

being covered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Congratulations 

To Krishi Narayan took out second place in the hard-fought regional 

Young Enterprise Business Pitch competition hosted by Southland’s 

Chamber of Commerce. Krishi’s company, Tiki Ni Moana, creates 

beautiful hand-made jewellery inspired by Pacific symbols ‘to brighten 

up your world’. 

Tiki Ni Moana can be found on Instagram @tiki_ni_moana and at the 

local markets 

Another Aparima College company that was 

judged as ‘One to Watch’ was Stitched by Stella. 

Stella offers affordable high-quality clothing 

alterations for the Riverton community 

@stitched_by_stella 

 

 

Kiwi Competitions – Years 7–10 

Several of our students from Years 7 to 10 recently took part in the University of Canterbury’s Kiwi Competitions. 

These national competitions involve academic challenges in Mathematics, English, and Science, giving students the 

chance to test their knowledge alongside peers from across New Zealand. 

We’re especially proud of those students who showed great courage and ambition by entering all three subjects! We 

look forward to receiving their results and feedback. Opportunities like these are a wonderful way for our learners to 

strive for excellence (Taumata), and we’re proud to support them on that journey. 

Mrs Bond 

 



 

  

Cross Country 

Congratulations to all our representatives who competed at the Southland Primary Schools Cross Country 

Championships, putting in a huge effort running on what is known to be a challenging course at Waimumu last 

Friday. A special mention to Louis Eadie, Olivia Horrell and Maddi Halder who finished in the top 10 in their age 

groups - well done! 



 

  



 

  



 

  

Ngā Manu Kōrero  

Ngā Manu Kōrero is regarded as one of the most esteemed events on the Te 
Ao Māori calendar. It is the largest speech competition of it’s kind whereby 
rangatahi speak on the successes of, and challenges facing Māori today. Our 
very own Latoya Columbus shares her story from this year’s regional 
competition in Dunedin:  
 
“Kia ora, my name is Toya Columbus, and I’m a student at Aparima College. Ngā 
Manu Kōrero is a national speech competition that celebrates Te Reo Māori, 
public speaking, and the voices of rangatahi across Aotearoa. Being one of the 
few chosen to stand and represent my school was an honour. It was a humbling 
but empowering experience to share my speech, express my whakaaro, and 
stand proud as a young Māori. I’m truly grateful for the opportunity to be part 
of such a meaningful kaupapa. One of the most amazing parts of the 
experience was listening to all the other speakers. Each one brought something 
unique to the stage, with powerful kōrero, passion, and confidence that was 
truly inspiring. I felt proud to be among such talented and courageous tauira.” 
 
Latoya placed 2nd in the Korimako Senior English Prepared section, a significant achievement considering the fierce 
competition from every major school across Southland and Otago. Toya’s speech topic was “the last beacon of light 
that will never fade” which made reference to our tūpuna and how we carry the light of Te Ao Māori within us. Her 
speech was very well received by the judges and audience at Dunedin Town Hall - me poho kererū Latoya, we couldn’t 
be more proud!  
 

 

Bus Safety Reminders – Student Safety 
Reminders for parents and caregivers:  
 
Caregivers are responsible for safely transporting their children to and from their school bus stop and as such are best 
placed to decide the safest way to do this.  
 

- Stick to the speed limit: it’s 20kph when passing a stopped school bus (on either side of the road).  
- Drop your tamariki off on the same side of the road as the bus stop.  
- Teach your tamariki to always get out of the car on the side closest to the curb.  
- Always take your tamariki to and from the bus-stop.  
- Teach your tamariki not to run across the road.  
- Remind your tamariki on how to keep safe boarding and disembarking the bus:  
- While waiting at the bus stop, keep well back from the road.  

- Wait until the bus has completely stopped and the door opens before getting on.  

- After getting off the bus, stand well back from the road and wait until the bus has gone and you can see 

clearly before moving.  

-  

The New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) has safety advice that on their website that you may find useful: Safety on 

buses | NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi. 

 

 

 



 

  

UP AND COMING EVENTS 
 

26 June 2025  Science Fair 
27 June 2025  Last Day of Term Two 
29 – 4 July 2025  Year 9 SISS JUNIOR Netball Tournament 
14 July 2025  First Day of Term Three 
15 July 2025  John Parsons – Cyber Safety 
15 July 2025  Southland Secondary Schools Netball Tournament 
21 – 25 July 2025 Hauora Week 
23 July 2025  BOT Meeting 5:00 pm All Welcome 
24 July 2025  Careers Years 11-12 
5 – 7 August 2025 Aussie Maths Competition 
7 August 2025  ILT Southland Badminton 
11 – 13 August 2025 Life Education Bus – Year 7 
15 August 2025  Country Schools Tournament at Northern Southland College 
20 August 2025  BOT Meeting 5:00 pm All Welcome 
20 August 2025  Polyfest 
25 – 28 August 2025 SISS Netball Tournament 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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