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He kupu mai i te teepu tumuaki 
(a word from the Principal’s desk) 

 

Kia ora koutou, 

The final week of every term seems to creep up on us very quickly. After a quick and settled start, the students have 

continued to work hard, getting their initial assessments completed and participating in wider school events. There 

will be some changes coming throughout this year in regard to reporting. More information will come at the start of 

term 2. These changes will involve updates to assessments in years 7-10, reporting language to incorporate the new 

Progress Descriptors and timeliness.  

Attendance continues to be a focus and with mandatory daily reporting to the Government, some of our school 

systems are being switched to automatic notifications. This means you will receive an automatic notification if your 

child has missed more than 5 days of school in any given term. Each term the automation will reset. Information 

regarding the Stepped response is available on our website.  

Uniform has been worn very smartly by most students. A couple of reminders before term 2. In term 2 school shoes 

not sandals are to be worn. School socks are to be worn by all students; these are plain black with a green hoop at 

the top.  Hair colour is to be natural and should be tied back for specialist subjects. Students should wear a plain 

Black jacket, please note that as of 2028 only the black Aparima College soft shell jacket is to be worn.  

Next term promises to be another busy one, with school production and a host of winter sports starting up. Please 

contact our sports coordinator should you wish to be involved coaching or managing any school sport in 2026. 

Wishing you a very happy easter, 

 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Aloma  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

Spark Tank 

On Thursday 12th March, 30 of our Young Enterprise students joined other Southland Schools for the Spark 

Tank validation event in Invercargill. They were treated to the wisdom of 25 business mentors from around 

Southland and YES coordinators from further afield, who listened to their business ideas and gave them 

valuable feedback and advice. For some students, this was their first experience of speaking publicly in such a 

big group. We were so proud of their courage and their perfect manners. They will use this validation to help 

guide the next steps in their product development and marketing strategies. 

It was also wonderful to see Jessica Black in action. She is an Aparima alumna and is now Young Enterprise 

Otago-Southland regional coordinator, helping students from across the region with their businesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
A Good Story 

At Aparima College we are all about matching 

readers with books they will love.  Thanks to a 

great relationship with Invercargill library, when 

our collection doesn't have what us needed, we 

can choose books from their collection, put them 

on hold and get them just a couple of days later.   

Here is Rachael back in our school library just a few 

days later having read all the titles she asked for 

and making sure she gets her holds on, ready for 

Mrs Burnett's weekly trip to Invercargill.  Rachael 

has also decided to get her own card for 

Invercargill library and is excited to choose books in 

person next time she is in Invercargill. 

 

South Island Secondary Schools Bowls 

Tournament 

Aparima Gold SISS bowls team being presented with their bronze medal at the tournament.   Well done to 

Baxter, Hunter and Agon. Great play by the Aparima Green team, Evan, Alex and Zye who had a win, a draw 

and a loss. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aparima College – Student Attendance 

Expectations 

Regular attendance is vital for student success. There is a strong link between consistent school attendance and 

academic achievement. Ensuring students attend and engage in learning is a shared responsibility between the 

school and families. 

Parent Responsibilities: 

• Ensure your child attends school every day. 

• It is essential that you notify the school promptly if your child is absent. You can:  

o Phone the school on 2348900 or 

o Send an email to office@aparima.school.nz , or message via KAMAR 

o Please provide the reason for the absence (eg medical/dental appointment, unwell) 

School Support: 

• We understand that occasional absences may be unavoidable. 

• If absences become frequent or prolonged, we will contact you to discuss the situation. 

• We are committed to helping your child attend regularly and can work with you to develop a support 

plan. 

Need Help? 

• Speak with your child’s teacher or dean 

• Message us via KAMAR or email 

• Call 2348900 and ask for Rebecca Carran or Leah Fraser 

For more details on attendance rights and responsibilities, visit the 

https://www.education.govt.nz/school/student-support/student-attendance/. 

 

mailto:office@aparima.school.nz
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Responding to Absences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Shared Lunch 

Bibisha wanted to make a food they enjoy today and the excitement was clear.  Roshan shared some with Hemi 

and his face told the story :-).  The girls even got Mrs Burnett to try some.  She didn't pull faces. 

The Nepali students all enjoyed it.  There is some talk of who's in charge of next meal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chess Club Expands 

The influx of year 7 students are enjoying learning to play Chess under the watchful eye and helpful advice of 

others who already know how to play.  They all think it's funny when they find out Mrs Burnett can only play 

checkers. 

 

 

 



 

  

Maths on Mondays 

Maureen played marvellously and earnt 2 prizes as she calculated the money 

math's this Monday in the Library.  Millie also did magnificently well earning 

the first prize.  It was a day for the Ms to be champions               

 

 

 

 

MUNA Dunedin 

Mrs Lata and Mrs Grove accompanied Max, Krishi, Grayson and Amber to attend the Otago-Southland Model 

United Nations Assembly at the Otago Business School at the weekend. They represented perspectives from 

countries such as Egypt, Singapore, Spain and Pakistan. A highlight was debating a crisis resolution and debating 

with like-minded students from across the region, as well as experiencing the Fringe events in the Octagon. The next 

MUNA gathering will be in Invercargill in October and we hope that more of our students will join in. 
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Environmental Studies 

Year 10 Environmental studies students making their own tracking tunnels. I wonder what pests and 

other critters will leave their tracks? 

 



 

 

  
#weliveourlearning #mypathway 

Some industry happening at school yesterday 

 

 

 

Taria Woodward has 

been selected for 

the Steel Steps 

Programmes – 

Awesome Taria !! 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/weliveourlearning?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYakQicZS7jtBwiBdMG0dsoA5JwZsyj70py8kfUOYl67m_YSuNQq2LjB8TP4e4NAQ8OYNYSkCGCAZIv1Rk2kCSHQz1ivYCcdAQGiFy0aHduMb0sQg9jszU63yRUwwe2f_Khm6VnDuInJyqvGsnOQ9kHXsJf0y1m7tq_tnWHoa14YZmI0T5BsPQHCyDv_4NmRtc&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mypathway?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYakQicZS7jtBwiBdMG0dsoA5JwZsyj70py8kfUOYl67m_YSuNQq2LjB8TP4e4NAQ8OYNYSkCGCAZIv1Rk2kCSHQz1ivYCcdAQGiFy0aHduMb0sQg9jszU63yRUwwe2f_Khm6VnDuInJyqvGsnOQ9kHXsJf0y1m7tq_tnWHoa14YZmI0T5BsPQHCyDv_4NmRtc&__tn__=*NK-R


 

  

Origami Experience 

During lunchtime the students we learning to fold paper in a very particular way to produce a small hand 

basket.  They learnt the precision that origami takes and then went freeform and created other paper shapes. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention: Parents/Caregivers of students at 

Aparima College. 

Below is a letter regarding an election to fill a position that has come up on our Board of Trustees. This 

is being run by a company called, Schooled - Election Pilot. This company will be emailing families. 

 



 

  

Kids Lit Quiz 

 

This Year Aparima College proudly entered two teams in the annual Kids Lit Quiz, an event that brings teams from all 

over Southland who all share one thing, a love for reading! The competition was held on the 25th of March, at 

Maruawai College in Gore. Where we participated in a day all about Books, and they’re characters.  

Our teams were accompanied by our wonderful Librarian Suzie Burnett.  Who encouraged all of us to be our absolute 

best!  

Throughout the competition we faced some extremely challenging questions. Covering a wide range of topics, from 

classic books, to modern day stories there was something for everyone!  And I’m sure for many students it was a 

highlight of the term.  

Although neither of our teams took home top prize, it was still a fun, exciting, and memorable experience for anyone 

involved! And for any of you who are thinking about entering in the future, here's my advice: Read a variety of books, 

not just the genre you like best! 

-Eleanor Jones  

Year 8 Student.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Beach Volleyball 

Beach Volleyball Girls have had an awesome season !! came second overall – Well done !! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valentines 

What a hive of activity in the library during the week leading up to Valentines.  The Hauora group was continuing the 

annual tradition of encouraging messages of love and positivity to be shared around the school by sending students 

to put their notes in the beautiful cupcake jar. 

Day after day students poured into the library gathering pens and paper and jotting notes to each other. 

Little known though is the huge work that went on behind the scenes to 

transform these jottings into precious keepsakes with neat writing and 

correct spelling to be delivered on the Friday. 

What a blessing the crew that did that mahi are, and how appreciated were 

the notes received.  Thanks to everyone involved.  Oh, and great doing some 

non-class writing        too. 

 



 

  

 

Important Information  

• Please like our facebook page as this is where we will post most of the information on what is happening 

here at Aparima College. Facebook - www.facebook.com/aparimacollegenz  

• Check out the Aparima College Website: www.aparima.school.nz  

• Skool Loop App – used for booking parent teacher interviews. 

• KAMAR portal - https://aparima.school.kiwi/  for student absence, daily notices and results etc. Passwords 

will be emailed home to new families within the first couple of weeks. (once you have logged in you will be 

asked to change the password) 

• Stationery list for all students – please go to: https://www.myschool.co.nz/aparima  

• School Uniform – most items can be purchased most of the uniform from The U Shop, 162 Dee Street, 

Invercargill (or online) https://shopinv.uniformgroup.co.nz/  

• The Aparima College black shell jacket (this one can be worn in class) can be purchased from UniformsNZ - 

click on the on the following link aparimacollege.uniformnz.com/ 

• School Ties - are purchased from the School office for $25 

• PE Top for Year 7 – 10 students. The first one is free and will be given to your child in the first few days of 

school. If you need a replacement one, they are available to purchase from the office for a cost of $40. 

Please name all your child’s clothing so if found it can be returned. 

• School lunches - We are part of the Health School Lunches Programme and all students are provided with 

lunch every day. We do not have a canteen. A form will be given to your child regarding this. 

• School Buses - Queries about school bus transport should be directed to Mr Jones, Assistant Principal email 

rjones@aparima.school.nz . Details of bus routes, pick up and drop off times can be sourced from the 

company GoBus, phone: 03 218 2419. 

• Bring Your Own Device - We require Year 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 

students to have access to a device at all times for the multitude of 

tasks that are being completed digitally but will require them to 

bring their own device with them. We have a number of possible 

ways of helping families for whom this may present issues and we 

would ask that if this is the case for you, please let us know as soon 

as possible so we can assist you. This assistance can be in different 

forms, so please get in touch and discuss your specific needs with 

us. For those families whose students already have devices, they are 

required to bring it to school every day.  

• Students are to be in their classroom by 8.40am each morning and 

school finishes at 3:00pm. 

 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Faparimacollegenz&data=05%7C02%7Crcarran%40aparima.school.nz%7Cfa0993877b064d4a55ae08dddb9ff95a%7C00720f36d34140aea3d3caeaa3a56c17%7C0%7C0%7C638908202310204169%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QG9peZZyLCoJpm6mJNzRHYmPu72Pqvm%2ByNKlz60sf3s%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aparima.school.nz%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crcarran%40aparima.school.nz%7Cfa0993877b064d4a55ae08dddb9ff95a%7C00720f36d34140aea3d3caeaa3a56c17%7C0%7C0%7C638908202310231800%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ed9x2FJO9l4ATVNgPlBQUGT1wgmKa5uRhQJ0JaD1Tjs%3D&reserved=0
https://aparima.school.kiwi/
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.myschool.co.nz_aparima%26d%3DDwQF-g%26c%3D_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4%26r%3DItDMhWeHqegNXunEBGMy5MO83701LFZim43rScoJsFU%26m%3DyP464EZ5QhqMgT8jpYCXt2QjsTjBHj1Ui73K_ShgjsYYGWbEbyN-2ENCv1yrAlXj%26s%3DQ2my8gRQQf0zOX3Lrhz_ZMAZ-b45HBCc1Jn5cKP3jq8%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7Crcarran%40aparima.school.nz%7Cfa0993877b064d4a55ae08dddb9ff95a%7C00720f36d34140aea3d3caeaa3a56c17%7C0%7C0%7C638908202310246520%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oc%2F7VYPLcnEWHSGRMen46gCEq0lE3yoaef7Fnb%2Bl76w%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshopinv.uniformgroup.co.nz%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crcarran%40aparima.school.nz%7Cfa0993877b064d4a55ae08dddb9ff95a%7C00720f36d34140aea3d3caeaa3a56c17%7C0%7C0%7C638908202310260296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oGrRCmQyWJNNfdSmFtixt%2Fhh6X0RJdHT6S1zlCOfG34%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faparimacollege.uniformnz.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crcarran%40aparima.school.nz%7Cfa0993877b064d4a55ae08dddb9ff95a%7C00720f36d34140aea3d3caeaa3a56c17%7C0%7C0%7C638908202310274162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3EhOJaFqBw8zZ0LZ86Wzbj8riMmKX2XckcwpyeBr8WA%3D&reserved=0
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UP AND COMING EVENTS 
 
2 April 2026 School Swimming Sports 
2 April 2026 TERM ONE ENDS 
3 April 2026 Good Friday 
5 April 2026 Easter Sunday 
6 April 2026 Easter Monday 
20 April 2026 FIRST DAY OF TERM TWO 
23 April 2026 Otago Polytech Visit 
27 April 2026 ANZAC DAY Obs (Public Holiday) 
29 April 2026 Speed Career Session 11 - 13 students 
5 May 2026 Parent Teacher Interviews 
8 May 2026 Vision Testing Year 7s 
9 May 2026 College Ball 
20 May 2026 BOT Meeting 5:00pm in Room 9/10 
29 May 2026 Western X Country 
1 June 2026 KINGS Birthday (Public Holiday) 
12 June 2026 Southland X Country 
17 June 2026 BOT Meeting 5:00pm in Room 9/10 
17 -18 June 2026 Manu Korero 
10 July 2026 Matariki 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Rural Youth & Adult Literacy Trust 

If you know someone with literacy problems, you 

could make all the difference by encouraging them to 

seek help.   Be a good mate and encourage them to 

take the first step in contacting us for more 

information. 

Rural Youth & Adult Literacy Trust - Phone 0800 891 

339 or visit www.adultliteracy.ac.nz  

http://www.adultliteracy.ac.nz/

